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Irving, TX

A Urban / suburban district
A 33,000 students
A 38 campuses




Irving ISD Demographics
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Irving ISD Laptop Program

A 9t year of the program

A High school program

A 9,200 laptops for students
A 2500 laptops for teachers



http://www.irvingisd.net/symposium2004/about.htm
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Funding the Program

ABond 19967 $48M
A Bond 20017 $54M
A Bond 2007 i $49.8M
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Laptop vs UMPC




Text vs Video
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Irving ISD uses online textbooks, so unused copies state must buy
sit in a warehouse

11:39 AM CDT on Thursday, March 26, 2009

By KATHERINE LEAL UNMUTH / The Dallas Morning News
kunmuthi@ dallaznews.com”

Thousands of textbooks and other materials worth an estimated $4.6 million sit unused in an Irving
school district warehouse. No one knows how many $50-875 textbooks sit unused in school bookrooms
or storage warchouses across Texas.

Irving ISD officials say the problem stems from two major factors: the increased use of computer-based
nstructional materials and the reluctance to 1ssue textbooks to each student for fear they might lose or
damage them.

"Tt's not like you've gone and thrown a million dollars off the top of a building. but I think we could do
better things with the money." said Lea Bailey. Irving ISD's director of learning resources. "I don't think
we're being wasteful. I think we could probably revise the process and make better use of taxpavers'
money for sure"

The Texas Education Agency, which regulates public schools, budgeted $300 million for textbook - .
purchases 200800 e * Irving ISD storing thousands of unused textbooks

The Texas Constifution requires the state to provide free textbooks fo public school children.
Historically. the state has met that requirement by buying a book in every subject for each child

In recent years, however, more districts are allowing teachers fo keep 25 or 30 books in their rooms for
use during school hours. But they don't issue a book to each child. And that's why many books —
purchased by the state — sit unused in school bookrooms and warehouses.

The way textbook publishers package their products compounds the problem. according to experts
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http://www.dallasnews.com/video/index.html?nvid=345738

The Governator

By next fall, Governor Schwarzenegger intends to make free, open-source
digital textbooks available for high school math and science classes
throughout California, a move that he says will help reduce the more than
$350 million the state spends annually on educational materials.



True Costs of Textbooks

A $109 per student on textbooks per year
A $6B per year nationwide

- eSchool News

A Texas: $500M in 2008-09






